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Soil is one of the most precious natural resources, 
supporting about 98.8% of global food production 
and acting as a major carbon sink by storing nearly 
2,500 gigatons of carbon—more than the 
atmosphere and vegetation combined—while 
delivering ecosystem services valued at 
approximately US$11.4 trillion annually. However, 
rapid population growth, urbanization, climate 
change, and intensive agriculture are placing 
immense pressure on soil resources, particularly 
in South Asia, where one-fourth of the world's 
population lives on just 4.5% of global land and 
agriculture contributes over 18% to regional GDP 
while supporting the livelihoods of more than two-
thirds of the rural population. As a result, soils are 
increasingly affected by erosion, salinity, 
waterlogging, nutrient imbalance, organic carbon 
depletion, biodiversity loss, and contamination, 
with water erosion alone degrading about 21% of 
land and costing nearly US$10 billion annually. 
Alarming soil erosion rates such as a rise in 
Pakistan's average erosion rate to 2.47 t/ha, 
reaching 28 t/ha in hilly areas, severe riverbank 
erosion in Bangladesh and annual losses of up to 
38.4 t/ha in Nepal's Middle Mountains, pose 
serious threats to food security and livelihoods. 
Unsustainable practices including residue 
burning, monocropping, excessive tillage, and 
imbalanced fertilizer use further exacerbate soil 
degradation, highlighting the urgent need for 
community-based conservation agriculture, 
agroecological approaches, diversified cropping 
systems, balanced nutrient management, and 
improved organic matter restoration to enhance 
soil health, climate resilience, and long-term 
agricultural productivity.
 

An International Symposium on “The Importance 
of Soil Organic Carbon” was held at the New 
Campus of Government College University 
Faisalabad, bringing together a large number of 
national and international environmental 
scientists, researchers, academicians, and 
students. In his address, Vice Chancellor of GCUF, 
Prof. Dr. Rauf-i-Azam, highlighted the crucial role 
of soil organic carbon in maintaining soil fertility, 
ecological balance, and mitigating the impacts of 
climate change. He emphasized that research on 
this vital subject is essential for achieving 
sustainable development goals. He added that 
integrating scientific research into policy-making is 
imperative to minimize the adverse effects of 
environmental disasters. Prof. Dr. Muhammad 
Riaz, the Principal Organizer of the symposium, 
underscored the importance of international 
collaboration and scientific research to address 
global environmental challenges. Chairman 
Department of Environmental Sciences, Prof. Dr. 
Sabir Hussain said that the objective of the 
symposium was to highlight the role of soil organic 
carbon, its conservation, and its significance in 
enhancing sustainable agricultural productivity. 
Dean, Faculty of Life Sciences, Prof. Dr. Farhat 
Jabeen, remarked that maintaining the balance of 
soil organic carbon is vital for environmental 
sustainability and reducing the impacts of climate 
change. The symposium featured keynote 
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addresses and scientific discussions by experts 
from Oman, the United Arab Emirates, Turkey, 
France, Spain, Australia, and China, along with 
prominent environmental scientists from various 
Pakistani universities. The event aimed to foster 
dialogue, collaboration, and research on soil 
conservation, sustainable development, and 
innovative approaches to mitigate climate 
challenges.

The University of Agriculture, Faisalabad, hosted a 
seminar to review ongoing trends and progress 
under the Fertilizer Right Pakistan Project, 
bringing together faculty members, researchers, 
and technical experts from relevant disciplines. 
The seminar served as an interactive platform to 
share updates on project activities, present key 
achievements to date, and examine emerging 
trends in sustainable and efficient nitrogen 
management. Presentations highlighted the 
project's role in improving fertilizer use efficiency, 
reducing environmental losses, and supporting 
climate-smart agricultural practices across 
Pakistan. Participants actively engaged in 
constructive discussions, offering practical 
suggestions and expert feedback to further 
strengthen project implementation and maximize 
its on-ground impact. The dialogue emphasized 
the importance of evidence-based decision-
making, farmer-centered approaches, and 
continuous capacity building to ensure long-term 
sustainability. The event also reinforced 
collaboration between academia, researchers, 
and technical professionals, aligning collective 
efforts with the project's overarching goal of 
promoting environmentally responsible fertilizer. 

Prof. Dr. Khalid Saifullah Khan 
has been appointed as Pro-Vice 
C h a n c e l l o r  o f  P M A S - A r i d  
Agriculture University, Rawalpindi, 
marking a significant milestone for 
both the university and Pakistan's 
Soil Science community. He holds 

PhD from Zhejiang University, China, a post-
doctorate from the University of Kassel, Germany, 
and is an Alexander von Humboldt Fellow. 
Renowned for his pioneering research, numerous 
publications, patents, authored books, and 
supervision of PhD and MS scholars, he has 
contributed immensely to capacity building, 
environmental sustainability, and sustainable 
agriculture in Pakistan. Alongside his research 
excellence, Prof. Khan has held key leadership 
positions including Head of the Department of Soil 
Science, Director ISES, Principal Officer Students 
Affairs, and Director ORIC, where his strategic 
vision strengthened institutional development and 
research culture.
Dr. Muhammad Akmal has been 
appointed as the Chairman of the 
Department of Soil Science at the 
Institute of Soil and Environmental 
Sciences, PMAS-Arid Agriculture 
University, Rawalpindi. In his new 
role, Dr. Akmal will lead the 
department in advancing research, teaching, and 
innovation in Soil Science. His appointment is 
expected to strengthen the department's 
academic and research initiatives while fostering 
collaboration with national and international 
research communities.
Dr. Tariq Aziz, Associate Professor 
(Soil Science), UAF Constituent 
College at Depalpur, Okara has 
been re-selected by the Steering 
Commit tee of  In ternat ional  
Nitrogen Initiative (INI) as a 
Regional Director for South Asia for 
a second tenure of 3 years (November 25 to 
November 28). In addition, He is also a Member of 
Steering Committee of UNEP-Global Partnership 
on Nutrient Management.
Dr. Naser Rashed is appointed as 
Scientific Officer (Soil Science/BS-
17) on contract basis, for a period 
of five years and posted at Soil & 
Water Testing Laboratory, Lahore 
upon the recommendation of the 
P u n j a b  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e  
Commission.
 Ms. Shaiza Amin is appointed as 
Scientific Officer (Soil Science/BS-
17) on contract basis, for a period 
of five years and posted at Institute 
of Soil Chemistry & Environmental 
Sciences, Kala Shah Kaku.
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 Ms. Nabiha Asghar is appointed as Scientific 
Officer (Soil Science/BS-17) on 
c o n t r a c t  b a s i s  u p o n  t h e  
recommendation of the Punjab 
Public Service Commission for a 
period of five years. She is posted 
at Soil & Water Testing Laboratory, 
Chiniot.
Dr. Rehmat Ullah (BS-19), 
Principal Scientist (Soil Fertility), 
Soil & Water Testing Laboratory, 
D.G. Khan, is transferred and 
Posted as Chief Scientist (BS-20), 
P e s t i c i d e  Q u a l i t y  C o n t r o l  
Laboratory, Multan, under Section 
9 of the Punjab Civil Servants Act, 1974, against a 
vacant post. 
From the desk of SS News, we wish them all 
continued success in their new role.

It is a moment of great pride for us that President 
SSSP, Prof. Dr. Azeem Khalid has been awarded 
a Certificate of Appreciation by the Office of 
Research Innovation & Commercialization 
(ORIC), PMAS-Arid Agriculture University 
Rawalpindi, in recognition of his unwavering 
dedication to academic advancement and 
outstanding contribution to research excellence 
during the period 2023–2025. The certificate was 
formally presented by the Vice Chancellor, Prof. 
Dr. Qamar uz Zaman, acknowledging Prof. Dr. 
Azeem Khalid's significant role in promoting 
research, innovation, and scholarly activities at the 
university.

 
 

Dr. Qaiser Hussain, Associate Professor PMAS-
AAUR has been awarded a Certificate of 
Appreciation by the Office of Research, Innovation 
& Commercialization (ORIC) at PMAS-Arid 

Agriculture University, Rawalpindi, in recognition 
of his remarkable contributions to research during 
2023–2025. His efforts have significantly 
strengthened the university's research culture and 
commitment to academic excellence. The 
certificate was formally presented by the Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Qamar-uz-Zaman.

Soil Science Society of Pakistan (SSSP) proudly 
acknowledges and appreciates the growing 
participation of Pakistani-origin Soil and 
Environmental Scientists at CANVAS 2025 — the 
annual meeting of the Tri-Societies (ASA-CSSA-
SSSA) in the USA. This vibrant representation 
reflects the professional excellence and global 
recognition that Pakistan's scientific community 
continues to achieve. Participants included Dr. 
Muhammad Tahir (UMN, USA), Dr. Muhammad 
Riaz (GCUF, Pakistan), Dr. Ghulam Qadir (PMAS-
AAUR, Pakistan), Dr. Jhamandas Suthar (USA), 
Dr. Tajammal Hussain (USA), Dr. Hamid Shah 
(Washington State Univ, USA), Mr. Amir (UMN, 
USA), Ms. Saliha Tahir (UMN, USA), and Dr. 
Safdar Bashir (University of Idaho, USA). The 
SSSP congratulates all participants for 
representing Pakistan at this prestigious 
international forum. 

Dr. Munazza Yousra, Senior Scientific Officer at 
the Land Resources Research Institute, National 
Agricultural Research Centre (NARC), Islamabad, 
attended the Immersive Foundational Workshop 
under the prestigious Meryl Williams Fellowship 
(MWF), held in Kuala Lumpur from 3 to 12 
December 2025. The fellowship was supported by 
the Australian Centre for International Agricultural 
Research (ACIAR) and aims to enhance the 
leadership skills and professional capacity of 
emerging women agricultural scientists.

Research Awards
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Dr. Azhar Hussain, Associate Professor at The 
Islamia University of Bahawalpur, successfully 
completed a 15-day professional training program 
in China from 7 to 21 December 2025 titled “Future 
Ready Academic Leadership: Governance 
Innovation and AI Integration in Higher Education.” 
The program was organized by the Higher 
Educat ion Commission of  Pakis tan in 
collaboration with Chinese partner institutions and 
hosted by Tianjin Foreign Studies University. Dr. 
Azhar Hussain was among 25 delegates from 
Pakistani universities selected for this prestigious 
program.

 
 

Mr. Muhammad Asad 
Hameed and Mr. Bilal 
Adil, serving as Scientific 
Off icers at the Land 
Resources Research 
Insti tute, successful ly 
completed a three-month 
training program in China 
from 25 August 2025 to 24 November 2025. This 
training was conducted under the Prime Minister's 
Initiative for Capacity Building of 1000 Agricultural 
Graduates in China. The course, titled “High-Level 
Technologies (Drones, Internet of Things, AI)”, 
was held at Huazhong Agricultural University, 
Wuhan, China, enhancing their expertise in 
modern agricultural technologies.

Green Pakistan Initiative Brings Barren Cholistan 
Land Under Cultivation. Under the auspices of 
Green AgriTech Farms (Pvt.) Ltd., a Cholistan 
Rabi Crop Seminar was held at Chappu in the 
Bahawalpur desert area on 29 October 2025. The 
seminar attracted a large number of farmers, 
researchers, and scientists from institutions 
across Pakistan. From NARC, Dr. Tariq Sultan 
(CSO/Senior Director) and Hafiz Imran Iqbal (SO), 

LRRI, participated in the event. As a guest 
speaker, Dr. Tariq Sultan emphasized the 
importance of organic fertilizers as a vital 
component of plant nutrition, particularly for 
susta inable crop product ion in desert  
environments. For the first time, a large expanse of 
previously uncultivated land in Cholistan has been 
successfully developed and brought under 
cultivation within a short span of time under the 
Green Pakistan Initiative. The ambitious program 
aims to reclaim barren land in Punjab's Cholistan 
region and transform agriculture through the 
provision of modern technologies, resources, and 
farmer training. The initiative is expected to mark a 
major milestone in strengthening Pakistan's 
agricultural sector.

The Department of Environmental Sciences, 
Government College University Faisalabad, 
observed World Soil Day 2025 with a seminar and 
an awareness walk themed “Healthy Soils for 
Healthy Cities.” The event gathered faculty, 
researchers, and students to highlight the vital link 
between soil health and sustainable urban living. 
Prof. Rauf-I-Azam, Vice Chancellor, GCUF, 
highlighted the urgent need to protect soil 
ecosystems, noting that healthy soils are essential 
for food security, climate resilience, and public 
well-being. Chairman Prof. Dr. Sabir Hussain and 
Organizing Secretary Prof. Dr. Tahira Yasmeen 
stressed the global significance of the day and the 
role of universities in promoting environmental 
responsibility. Director ORIC Prof. Dr. Tanvir 
Shahzad delivered a keynote address on 
improving soil fertility, reducing pollution, and 
integrating soil conservation into urban planning. 
Prof. Dr. Farhat Jabeen, Incharge Faculty of Life 
Sciences, emphasized research-driven solutions 
and community awareness for restoring degraded 
soils. The event concluded with an awareness 
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walk, where participants carried placards 
promoting the message that soil protection is key 
to building greener and more resilient cities.

Department of Soil and Environmental Sciences, 
The University of Agriculture Swat, celebrated 
World Soil Day under the theme “Healthy Soils for 
Healthy Cities. The event featured insightful talks 
by Prof. Dr. Mohammad Jamal Khan, Dr. Syed 
Atizaz Ali Shah, Dr. Fazli Wahid, Dr. Roshan Ali, 
and Prof. Dr. Noor-ul-Amin, who emphasized the 
critical role of healthy soils in ensuring sustainable 
agriculture, environmental protection, and 
improved urban life. The program concluded with a 
cake-cutting ceremony, followed by a group 
photograph and refreshments. The department 
extends sincere appreciation to all faculty 
members and students for their active 
participation and for making the event a success.

Soil Fertility Research Institute (SFRI), Lahore, 
organized a one-day seminar on 5 December 
2025 to commemorate World Soil Day under the 
global theme “Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities.” 
The event was chaired by Chief Scientist SFRI, Dr. 
Muhammad Akram Qazi, and attended by eminent 
scientists and experts including Dr. Derk Bakker 
(FCCU Lahore), Dr. Nadeem Iqbal (SSRI Pindi 
Bhattian), Dr. Ijaz Mehboob (PRFTL Raiwind), Dr. 
Zia Chishti (Soil Fertility Faisalabad), along with 
senior scientists from SFRI and SWTLs, 
representatives of Fatima, Engro, and Fauji 
Fertilizer, and officials from divisional and district 
laboratories. The program began with recitation 
from the Holy Qur'an and Naat, followed by expert 
presentations highlighting challenges and 
solutions related to soil health and sustainable 
urban development. A cake-cutting ceremony 
marked the occasion, alongside an exhibition and 
evaluation of thematic posters and models, with 
winners receiving cash prizes. Souvenirs were 
presented to guest speakers, and the seminar 
concluded with a vote of thanks, followed by lunch 
and an awareness walk at Thokar Niaz Baig to 
emphasize the importance of healthy soils for 
sustainable cities.

The Department of Soil Science, Sindh Agriculture 
Universi ty (SAU) Campus Umerkot, in 
collaboration with the Soil Science Society of 
Pakistan, celebrated World Soil Day 2025 on 5 
December under the theme “Healthy Soils, 
Healthy Cities.” The event witnessed active 
participation from teaching faculty, students, 
growers, and researchers, who shared their views 
on the importance of soil health for sustainable 
agriculture and urban development. Key activities 
of the day included an awareness walk from the 
Department of Soil Science to the Agriculture Field 
and Administrative Block of SAU Campus 
Umerkot, a cake-cutting ceremony, field-based 
activities, poster displays, and an awareness 
seminar. The celebration aimed to promote 
understanding of soil conservation and its vital role 
in ensuring food security and environmental 
sustainability.

The Department of Soil Science, Bahauddin 
Zakariya University (BZU), Multan, celebrated 
World Soil Day on 5 December under the theme 
“Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities.” The seminar 
was attended by Prof. Dr. Nazim Hussain Labar 
(Dean, FAS&T), Dr. Abdur Rehim (Chairperson), 
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Zafar-ul-Hye Gondal, Prof. 
Dr. Shakeel Ahmad, Dr. Farooq Qayyum, Dr. 
Muhammad Tahir Rasheed, Dr. Haseeb Khar, Dr. 
Shahid Hussain, Dr. Sajid Masood, Dr. 
Muhammad Aon, and Dr. Muhammad Irfan, along 
with a large number of students. The speakers 
highlighted the vital role of soil in agriculture, food 
production, soil fertility, and environmental 
protection. 

The event also featured an awareness walk and a 
model contest, followed by certificate distribution 
among winning students and a cake-cutting 
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ceremony. The efforts of the organizing team, led 
by Dr. Muhammad Aon, were highly appreciated 
by Dr. Abdur Rehim, Chairperson of the 
Department of Soil Science.

MNS University of Agriculture, Multan, celebrated 
World Soil Day 2025 with great enthusiasm under 
the theme “Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities.” The 
event was organized by the Department of Soil & 
Environmental Sciences in collaboration with Fauji 
Fertilizer Company Ltd. (FFC) and the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO). Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Dr. Asif Ali (T.I.) addressed the gathering and 
emphasized that healthy soils form the foundation 
of sustainable cities and resilient food systems. 
Speakers highlighted the critical role of well-
managed urban soils in reducing flooding, 
regulating temperature, storing carbon, improving 
air quality, and supporting greener communities. 
Participants also discussed challenges related to 
soil degradation and stressed the need for 
sustainable soil management practices to 
preserve biodiversity, enhance soil fertility, and 
mitigate climate change. The event reaffirmed the 
University's commitment to environmental 
stewardship, research excellence, and the 
promotion of sustainable urban and agricultural 
ecosystems.

World Soil Day was celebrated on 5 December 
through a dignified ceremony at the Ayub 
Agricul tural Research Inst i tute (AARI), 
Faisalabad, jointly organized in collaboration with 
the Department of Soil Chemistry & Environmental 
Sciences, the Soil Science Society of Pakistan, 
and Engro Fertilizers Pakistan. The event, 
presided over by Chief Scientist Agricultural 
Research Punjab, Dr. Sajid-ur-Rehman, was 
attended by senior scientists, researchers, and 
agricultural experts from various institutions. 
Addressing the ceremony, Dr. Sajid-ur-Rehman 
emphasized that soil is a vital source of essential 
nutrients and maintaining its health is crucial for 
national food security, while World Soil Day plays a 
key role in raising awareness among farmers and 
the public. The ceremony also featured the 
distribution of commemorative shields and 

certificates, an awareness rally promoting soil 
conservation, and a tree-planting activity, 
re f lec t ing a co l lec t ive commitment  to  
environmental protection and sustainable 
agriculture.

Land Resources Research Institute (LRRI), 
NARC, Islamabad, celebrated World Soil Day 
2025 under the theme “Healthy Soils for Healthy 
Cities” to emphasize the role of soil health in 
sustainable urban and agricultural development. 
The event was graced by Dr. Khalid Mehmood, 
Director General, NARC, along with Dr. Sair 
Sarwar, Director Administration, NARC, and Dr. 
Tariq Sultan, Director of LRRI, who highlighted the 
importance of maintaining healthy soils for food 
security, environmental protection, and resilient 
cities. The celebration included a cake-cutting 
ceremony and an awareness walk, promoting 
public understanding of soil conservation and 
urban ecosystem sustainability. Scientists from 
NARC and PARC, along with students, 
participated actively, reinforcing the institute's 
commitment to sustainable soil management and 
the creation of healthier, greener cities.

The Institute of Soil & Environmental Sciences, 
PMAS Arid Agriculture University, Rawalpindi, 
celebrated World Soil Day 2025 to highlight the 
importance of soil health and sustainable land 
management. 

The event was honored by Dr. Qamar-uz-Zaman, 
Vice Chancellor PMAS AAUR as Chair, Prof. Dr. 
Muhammad Akmal (Chairman, PSF) as Chief 
Guest, and Dr. Amjad Hussain (DG, HEC) as 
Guest of Honor. The celebration focused on 
raising awareness about soil conservation, its role 
in agriculture and environmental sustainability, 
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and the need for active engagement of students, 
researchers, and policymakers in promoting 
healthy soils for resilient communities.

The University of Agriculture, Peshawar, 
celebrated World Soil Day 2025 jointly organized 
by the Department of Soil and Environmental 
Sciences, the Soil Science Society of Pakistan 
(SSSP), and the Directorate General Soil and 
Water Conservation, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The 
event was graced by Prof. Dr. Hamayoon Khan, 
Dean, Faculty of Crop Production Sciences, as 
Chief Guest, and Mr. Mujibur Rahman, Deputy 
Project Coordinator KP, FAO, as Guest of Honour, 
who highlighted the critical role of soil in sustaining 
life, supporting ecosystems, and ensuring food 
security. Speakers and faculty members, 
including Prof. Dr. Dost Muhammad (Chairman, 
SES) and Dr. Farmanullah Khan, emphasized the 
importance of soil and water conservation, 
community engagement, and sustainable 
management practices. The celebration also 
included insights from Dr. Maria Musarrat on the 
historical significance of World Soil Day and 
participation from faculty, students, and alumni, 
reaffirming the university's ongoing commitment 
to protecting soil resources and promoting 
awareness for national development and food 
security.

The Department of Soil Science, Institute of Soil 
and Water Resources, Faculty of Agriculture and 
Environment, The Islamia University of 
Bahawalpur (IUB), organized a seminar to mark 
World Soil Day 2025 under the theme “Healthy 
Soil for Healthy City.” The event highlighted the 
crucial role of soils in food security, climate 
resilience, and sustainable urban development. It 
was graced by Prof. Dr. Muhammad Kamran, Vice 
Chancellor, IUB, as Chief Guest, and Prof. Dr. 
Tanveer Hussain Turabi, Dean, Faculty of 
Agriculture & Environment, as Guest of Honor, 
who emphasized the importance of protecting soil 
as a natural resource. The seminar featured 
lectures by national and international experts, 
including Prof. Dr. Shengsen Wang (Yangzhou 

University, China) on urban soil management, 
Prof. Dr. Rattan Lal (Ohio State University, USA) 
on carbon storage and biodiversity, and Dr. Hafiz 
Tanvir Ahmad (IUB) on soil health indicators for 
climate-resilient cities. The program commenced 
with Tilawat-e-Kalam-e-Pak and Naat, included 
participation from faculty and students, and 
concluded with a vote of thanks by Prof. Dr. 
Muhammad Nafees. The seminar successfully 
underscored that healthy soils are vital for 
sustainable cities, resilient food systems, and 
environmental protection, calling for continued 
awareness and proactive soil management in 
Pakistan.

A smog awareness walk was organized by the 
Department of Environmental Sciences at 
PMAS–Arid Agriculture University Rawalpindi to 
educate students and the public about the 
dangers of air pollution and the need for 
preventive measures. Participants highlighted 
the major causes of smog, including vehicular 
emissions, industrial pollutants, and open 
burning, while promoting solutions such as tree 

plantation, cleaner transport, and responsible 
waste management. The event aimed to inspire 
collective responsibility for improving air quality 
and creating a healthier environment. At the end 
of the walk, the Chairman of the Department, Prof. 
Dr. Azeem Khalid, delivered an encouraging 
speech on the importance of awareness and 
sustainable practices. He stressed that reducing 
smog requires both community participation and 
strong environmental policies. The walk 
concluded with a renewed commitment to making 
the environment cleaner and safer for breathing.

An Academia-Industry Linkages Session was 
held at the Department of Soil and Environmental 
Sciences, MNS University of Agriculture, Multan, 

The University of Agriculture, Peshawar 

The Islamia University of Bahawalpur 
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in collaboration with Engro Fertilizers Ltd., to 
explore innovative solutions for sustainable 
agriculture. The session was graced by Mr. 
Shozab Gardezi and his team from Engro 
Fertilizers, who engaged with university 
researchers and faculty members, including Dr. 
Muhammad Imran, Dr. Zeeshan, Dr. Baqir 
Hussain, Dr. Wazir Ahmed, and Dr. Umair Riaz, on 
research related to innovative fertilizer products 
for improved efficiency and environmental 
sustainability. Chaired by Dr. Mubashir Mehdi, 
Director ORIC, and attended by Dr. Hammad 
Nadeem, Dean Faculty of Agriculture & 
Environmental Sciences, and Dr. Irfan Ahmed 
Baig, Dean Faculty of Social Sciences, the 
session highlighted the dynamic leadership of 
Prof. Dr. Asif Ali, Vice Chancellor MNSUAM, in 
promoting academia-industry collaboration. The 
event concluded with a mutual commitment to 
strengthen research partnerships to advance 
agricultural innovat ion and sustainable 
development.

Environmental Friendly Fertilizers and 
Microbial interventions (Prestigious Research 
Award -ICSS 2026) 
Proposals are invited for two prestigious awards 
recognizing innovative research in the field of 
plant nutrition and microbial biotechnologies. 
These awards were announced by CEO of 
Microbial Biotechnologies (MBT) at the 
concluding ceremony of the 20th biannual 
congress of the SSSP in year 2024. In addition, Dr. 
Shabbir A. Shahid (Kuwait Institute for Scientific 
Research, Kuwait) will contribute PKR 100,000 
toward each award. 
The award winners will be announced at the 21st 

International Congress of Soil Science (ICSS-
2026).
The awards for competition are:

1. Late Dr. Muhammad Arshad (T.I.)  Award

Focus: Ideas for developing high efficiency 
fertilizers for future agriculture.

2. Dr. Fauzia Yousaf  Award

Focus: Enhancement of nutrient use efficiency 
through microbial intervention

Eligibility and Submission Guidelines: 

1.Competition is open to all members scientists 
from academia and research institutes.
2.Routing:All proposals must be submitted 
through the head of the applicant's institute or 
organization
3.Deadline:All proposals must reach the 
evaluation committee's Convenor by 28th Feb. 
2026. 

Contact information:

Please send proposals to the office of Evaluation 
Committee Convenor:
Dr. Shahid Mahmood, 
COO, 
BECS Analytics, 
Plot # 41, Tariq Ismail Road, Link Raiwind Road, 
Lahore. 
Cell# 03214429919, 
Email address: shahid@becsanalytics.com

All members of Soil Science Society of Pakistan 
are to be informed that their Society's membership 
fee for the year 2026 has become due. Regular 
members are requested to renew their 
membership by paying Rs. 1000/-. Those who are 
interested to become a new regular member, 
please pay Rs. 2000/- (Rs. 1000/- registration fee 
+ Rs. 1000/- annual fee) online or in person to the 
given bank account and also submit your details in 
the online SSSP membership portal by going on 
website of SSSP.
www.sss-pakistan.org
Account No. 16544018304351, 
National Bank of Pakistan 
NIH Branch Islamabad. 
Contact:
Dr. Sair Sarwar, Treasurer/Principal Scientific 
Officer, Land Resources Research Institute, 
NARC, Islamabad (sardarsair@parc.gov.pk)
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